som
Sym

Programm
A



Programmibersicht 4

Vortrage 6
Poster 18
Filme 32

Frobenius-Institut 36
Frobenius-Gesellschaft 38

Ethnologisches Sommersymposium
am 5./6. Juni 2025
im Frobenius-Institut

Goethe-Universitat
Norbert-Wollheim-Platz 1
60323 Frankfurt am Main

Dank der grofziigigen Forderung der Frobenius-Gesellschaft
konnen wir dieses Jahr zum siebten Mal ein ethnologisches
Sommersymposium veranstalten, fiir das wir wieder hervor-
ragend qualifizierte Studierende und junge Forscherinnen und
Forscher gewinnen konnten.

Wir freuen uns auf zwei Tage mit einem anspruchsvollen
Programm, das mit Vortrdgen und Poster-Prasentationen des

ethnologischen Nachwuchses gefiillt ist.

Das Frobenius-Institut fiir kulturanthropologische Forschung
offnet auch wieder seine Tiiren fiir die Teilnehmerinnen

und Teilnehmer des Sommersymposiums und bietet Einblicke
in seine faszinierenden Sammlungen, in die grofite ethno-
logische Fachbibliothek Deutschlands sowie die Publikations-
moglichkeiten von Paideuma, einer der dltesten Fachzeit-
schriften des Landes.

Wir sind gespannt auf diesen besonderen Austausch mit
dem wissenschaftlichen Nachwuchs und laden auflerdem alle
interessierten Freunde des Frobenius-Instituts ein, sich am
Symposium zu beteiligen.

Mit den besten Wiinschen
Prof. Dr. Roland Hardenberg
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Programmiubersicht

Prof. Roland Hardenberg,
Direktor des Frobenius-Instituts

Unwagbarkeiten der ethnologischen Provenienz-
forschung
Bianca Baumann, Johannes-Gutenberg-Universitdt, Mainz

Arts and Aesthetics at the Service of the Nation in
Southern Benin after the 2021 Restitution
Melda Demir, Goethe-Universitat, Frankfurt am Main

Continuity or Individual Imprint: How Did Karin Hahn-
Hissink Work in the Field? An Analysis of Her Methodo-
logy Based on Her Inheritance at the Frobenius Institute
Viola Mautsch, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-
Universitat, Bonn

Survival of the Fittest: The Reproduction of Social
Darwinist Values in American Rodeo
Daniel Jakli, Johannes-Gutenberg-Universitat, Mainz

Urban Super Food vs. Rural Staple Food: (Re)discovering
Ragi in Bangalore and South Karnataka

Jasmin Dorothea Lasslop, Georg-August-Universitat,
Gattingen

17.30 Uhr

18.00 Uhr

18.30 Uhr

19.00 Uhr

10.00 Uhr

10.15 Uhr

11.00 Uhr

12.00 Uhr

Designing Domesticity: The Impact of Private
Capital, Migration, and Imagination from the
Global South on Domestic Spaces in Portugal
Johanna von Petzold, University of Amsterdam

Crops of Life
Cereal Cultures Project, Frobenius-Institut,
Frankfurt & Groningen University

Mugut(Debate): The Wheels of Democracy
Tesfahun Haddis, Johannes-Gutenberg-
Universitat, Mainz

Untergeschoss, Raum 0.615

Untergeschoss, Raum 0.311

Erdgeschoss, Raum 501

Erdgeschoss, Flur des Frobenius-Instituts



Unwagbarkeiten der
ethnologischen Provenienz-
forschung

Bianca Baumann

Anhand von Objektbeispielen aus der West- oder
Nordwestregion Kameruns verdeutliche ich die
Komplexitat und Vielschichtigkeit der Rekon-
struktion von Objektbiografien. Eine multiperspek-
tivische Analyse, die unterschiedliche individuelle
Positionen einbezieht, zeigt, dass Interpretationen
der Aneignungsprozesse und Erwartungen an den
heutigen Umgang mit den Objekten stark variieren
konnen. Sie fihrt oft zu unaufldsbaren Wider-
sprichen, da Objektzuschreibungen situativ und
personengebunden sind. Diese Relationalitat

und die diversen Betrachtungsweisen der Objek-
te stellen eine Herausforderung fiir die heutige
Bewertung der Objektverbringung dar. Vor diesem
Hintergrund erscheint auch die vom Deutschen
Museumsbund empfohlene Beriicksichtigung der
,Bedeutung” von Objekten im Restitutionsprozess
problematisch, da Bedeutungszuschreibungen
haufig subjektiv und uneindeutig sind.



Melda Demir

Arts and Aesthetics at the
Service of the Nation in
Southern Benin after the 2021
Restitution

Since the restitution of the Dahomey artifacts, the
art scene in the coastal cities of the Republic of
Benin has experienced a significant rise in aest-
hetic trends shaped by a nationalist agenda and
supported by both the current government and key
actors within the local art market. Based on several
months of ethnographic research, | will demonstra-
te that this development is marked by the strategic
appropriation of feminist figures from pre-colonial
history and the normative exclusivity imposed by
art institutions and the government in defining
what is considered authentically béninois(e). I will
conclude my analysis with a critical examination

of the economic value ascribed to the concept of
the nation. In the second part of my lecture, | will
present additional insights that have emerged from
my study and may be relevant to a future project.




Continuity or Individual Imprint

How Did Karin Hahn-Hissink Work in the Field?
An Analysis of Her Methodology Based on Her
Inheritance at the Frobenius Institute

Viola Mautsch

Large-scale collection and research expeditions
shaped German ethnology in the 1950s and 1960s.
As one of those Karin Hahn-Hissink organized a
major expedition to the northeast of Bolivia from
1952 to 1954. While her expedition aligned with
the prevailing trends of the time, she employed
her own detailed documentation methods in the
field, distinct from those of her male colleagues

at the time. This lecture presents the results of
my research on Hahn-Hissink's inheritance at the
Frobenius Institute and pursuits to reconstruct her
relationships with collaborators in the field based
on her records. Through my research in the Takana
region in 2023 | illustrate the relevance of these
findings for the Takana today.



Survival of the Fittest Daniel Jakli

The Reproduction of Social Darwinist Values in
American Rodeo

Social Darwinist convictions, closely linked to the
ideals of the frontier, have shaped American
Conservatism since its beginnings and also find
clear resonance in contemporary Trumpism.

This “survival of the fittest” is impressively
manifested in rodeo, a practice that is particularly
widespread in rural, conservative regions of the
USA: values such as competition, toughness

and self-responsibility are not only symbolically
reproduced through constant repetition and
physical experience but are also inscribed into the
bodies of the participants.

Based on intensive ethnographic fieldwork in
Wyoming, | show how the rodeo embodies these
Social Darwinist values and contributes to the
historical continuity of conservative ideas of
society that extend far beyond the rodeo arena.




17.00 Uhr  Vortrag

Jasmin Lasslop
Urban Super Food vs. Rural Georg-August Universitit,

Staple Food Gottingen

(Re)discovering Ragi in Bangalore and
South Karnataka

Finger Millet or Ragi was a modest and filling staple
food in rural South Karnataka before it was almost
replaced by pricier and auspicious Brahmanic Rice,
which was additionally promoted by the British co-
lonial power. Having been burdened with the status
of a ‘poorman’s food’, today’s scientific research
on Ragi's materiality in the context of the Life Sci-
ences has led to its (re)discovery as ‘Super Food’
within differing culinary trends in Bangalore.

14 15



Designing Domesticity

The Impact of Private Capital, Migration, and
Imagination from the Global South on Dome-
stic Spaces in Portugal

17

17.30 Uhr  Vortrag

Johanna von Petzold
University of Amsterdam

My research explores how private capital,
migration, and imagination from the Global South
(specifically China, Brazil, and Angola) reshape
domestic spaces and ideals in Portugal. Moving
beyond city planning and gentrification, it examines
how aesthetics, materials, and economic influence
transform real estate and interior design, revealing
shifting aspirations around domesticity. Through
ethnographic fieldwork, the research highlights
qualitative changes in the Portuguese real

estate market driven by new economic actors,
emphasising cultural exchanges and individual
agency over state led initiatives. Focusing on
Lisbon, it positions the Global South as an

active agent in redefining Europe’s socio cultural
dynamics within the contemporary post colonial
context.



Stabilization of Historical Alula Asfha
Archives in Mekelle City

Preliminary Preservation Efforts

The historical archives of Mekelle, Ethiopia, contain
invaluable records of the city’s social, economic,
and administrative history since the 1940s. Howe-
ver, years of neglect, fire, and water damage—par-
ticularly during and after the Tigray War—have left
them in critical condition. This project focuses on
stabilizing and preserving these archives through
cleaning, drying, and proper storage, with a long-
term goal of digitization and the establishment of a
dedicated archive center.




The Limits of Monetary
Compensation in Reparation
Politics in Australia

21

15.30 Uhr  Poster

Alessia Filippo
Universitat Bayreuth

In the landscape of reparative politics addressing
past wrongs against First Nations in Australia, state
governments often see monetary compensation

as a key remedy. Yet, what happens when

financial compensation itself is challenged by both
Aboriginal peoples and non-Indigenous critics?
Drawing on ethnographic research in Horsham,
Victoria, this study explores how financial
reparations, while intended to support Aboriginal
communities, often fail to translate into immediate
well-being. Retribution as repair does not account
for critical factors such as time, social resources,
and systemic racism. This study highlights the
limitations of financial redress in achieving
meaningful justice for Aboriginal peoples.



A Narrative case study series Mahlet Gebrehiwot

Health Behavioral Change through
Community Engagement and Involvement
Approach in Tigray, Northern Ethiopia

Cutaneous leishmaniasis is a neglected disease
affecting many disadvantaged populations across
the globe. This research has promoted seeking ear-
ly biomedical treatment for CL through health
education and training. Traditional healers and indi-
viduals with CL were engaged in the study to
address mis-conceptions about the disease and
reduce CL-associated stigma. Their participation
contributed to narrowing the gap between local
and biomedical practices, and caught attention
from the government through influencing health

policy.




Paul HuRmann

Bewegliche Atmospharen

Die Ramlila in Garhwal zwischen
Entertainment und Verehrung

Mein Poster wird sich mit der Ramlila in der nord-
indischen Region Garhwal auseinandersetzen. Die
Ramlila ist ein Fest, bei dem die epische Geschichte
des hinduistischen Gottes Ram liber mehrere Tage
hinweg aufgefiihrt wird. Im Zentrum soll die Frage
stehen, wie bei der Ramlila das Potenzial entsteht,
Aufmerksamkeiten der Teilnehmenden zu biindeln
oder aufzuldsen und dadurch die Atmosphdre des
Festes zu beeinflussen. Die Aushandlung dieses
Potenzials findet in einem vielfdltigen Aktions-
geflecht statt, welches sich in einem Spannungs-
feld aus Entertainment und verehrender Hingabe
bewegt.




Calvin Low

Identity in Exile

The Role of Culture in the Internal and
External Communication of the Tibetan
Government-in-Exile

During my research exercise in Dharamsala,
India, | observed how the Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA) integrates culture into its
political communication. This strategy, directed
at both the Tibetan exile community as well

as international audiences, aims to strengthen
Tibetan identity, garner international support,
and reinforce the CTA’s political messaging. My
poster presents insights from meetings with
members of the Tibetan community, government
officials, the CTA president, parliamentarians,
and foreign representatives. It seeks to illustrate
the significance of culture in shaping the CTA's
messaging and diplomatic efforts, as well as how
these efforts are experienced by both its creators
and recipients.




Continuities and Transforma- Lesly Garcia Soto

tions in Shawi Pottery Practice

An Ethnoarchaeological Study in the Peruvian
Amazon

Since its beginnings, Amazonian archaeology
relied on the study of ceramics due to their
preservation even in this environment. However,
research on this subject in the Peruvian Amazon
remains limited. This project aims to document
the Shawi people’s pottery production, exploring
raw materials, mobility, cultural continuities,

and transformations as essential questions in
Ethnoarchaeological pottery research. This study
emphasizes the importance of ethnographic
methods in contemporary archaeology while
attempting to harness research to create useful
tools for indigenous women seeking to preserve
and disseminate this practice.




Intersecting Practices of Nature
Conservation and Memory
Culture at the Former Inner-
German Border

Focus on the “Green Belt” in the Federal State
of Thuringia

Chiang Weicheng

The Green Belt on the former inner German border
is generally considered to serve two purposes: Na-
turschutz and Erinnerungskultur. This can be seen in
the goal of nature conservation practice: after ye-
ars of being blocked off, there are now many rare
species in the Green Belt that are worth protecting.
As a side note, the border is preserved so that it
can be experienced (erlebbar), thus achieving the
effect of a living memorial (lebendiges Mahnmal).
However, this also seems to make the relationship
between these two purposes of the Green Belt
seem compatible and conceals the potential con-
flict that may exist between them. My presentation
will be based on the data collected during field
research at the Border Museum. It will show how
the representation and reconstruction

of border memories at the Border Museum, which
has always been considered to be dominated by
Erinnerungskultur, has been influenced by environ-
mental conservation.



Crops of Life
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18.00 Uhr Film

Cereal Cultures Project
Frobenius-Institut,
Frankfurt am Main and
Groningen University

The highlands of Odisha in eastern India are home
to millions of people, many of whom are cereal far-
mers and gardeners who grow the staple foods of
the region: rice and millet. Among these cultivators,
there are many groups who consider themselves
to be Adivasi or the “first settlers of the country”.
They speak their own languages and manifest a
great cultural diversity. Between 2021 and 2025,
social and cultural anthropologists from India, the
Netherlands and Germany have been working with
these people to research their cultures, especially
the different types of crops they grow. Therefore,
the title of the collaborative research projects was
“Cereal Cultures”. This film is a result of these re-
search efforts and looks at how rice and millet, as
central resources, affect and are embedded in the
lives of the people in the highlands. What do these
crops mean to them? How do they deal with new
policies? How are their everyday lives and religious
practices changing?



Mugut (Debate) Tesfahun Haddis

The Wheels of Democracy

“Mugut (Debate) : The Wheels of Democracy”

a film by Tesfahun Haddis and Mitiku Gabrehiwot,
reveals how Sheffield’s political culture is viewed
by two anthropologist film makers from Ethiopia.

In this film we see dedicated citizens fight back
against the closure of their favourite café,

a young British-Somali campaigning to represent
his community, and a campaign for labour rights for
food-delivery drivers.




FROBENIUS-INSTITUT
FUR KULTURANTHROPOLOGISCHE
FORSCHUNG

Das Frobenius-Institut befasst sich mit der
Erforschung kultureller Diversitat und anthropolo-
gischer Kongruenzen in Vergangenheit und Gegen-
wart. Es sieht seine Aufgaben darin, kulturanthropo-
logisches Wissen zu erweitern und Uber den wis-
senschaftlichen Dialog einen reflektierten Umgang
mit kultureller Differenz zu férdern.

Aufgrund der Geschichte des Instituts liegt ein
Schwerpunkt der Forschung auf kulturanthropo-
logischen Studien zu Afrika. Weitere regiona-
le Schwerpunkte haben sich in den letzten Jahr-
zehnten ergeben, etwa durch ethnographische
Studien in Ozeanien und Sidostasien. Seit 2017
hat das Frobenius-Institut unter der Leitung von
Prof. Dr. Roland Hardenberg seine Forschung
um Siid- und Zentralasien erweitert und befasst
sich verstarkt mit der kulturellen Wertschopfung
von religiosen Ressourcen.

Sammlungen

Die Bibliothek des Frobenius-Instituts ist mit
ca. 135.000 Banden die bedeutendste Spezialbiblio-
thek fiir Ethnologie im deutschsprachigen Raum.

Das Felsbild-Archiv umfasst liber 8.600 inzwischen
vielfach als Raritdten geltende Felshildkopien aus
Afrika, Ozeanien, Australien und Europa. Es ist
die weltweit dlteste und umfassendste Sammlung
dieser Art.

Das Ethnographische Bildarchiv beinhaltet rund
40.000 Aquarelle, Olbilder und Zeichnungen,
entstanden zwischen den 1840er und den 1960er
Jahren in Afrika, Ozeanien und dem indigenen
Australien.

Die Bestdnde des Fotoarchivs beinhalten vor
allem Fotos, die wahrend der verschiedenen
Forschungsreisen des Instituts von 1904 bis in die
achtziger Jahre angefertigt wurden. Das Archiv
besteht aus ca. 70.000 Fotos, vor allem Schwarzweif3-
Aufnahmen.

Die Ethnographische Sammlung besteht heute aus
etwa 7.000 Objekten, mehrheitlich aus dem Bereich
der Alltagskultur afrikanischer Gesellschaften.

In seiner Rolle als Zentrum der Geschichte seiner
Fachdisziplin, beheimatet das Frobenius-Institut
mehr als ein Dutzend wissenschaftlicher Vor- und
Nachlidsse namhafter deutscher Ethnologlinnen.



Frobenius-Gesellschaft e.V.

Werden Sie Mitglied

Die Frobenius-Gesellschaft, gegriindet 1924,
ist einer der altesten ethnologischen Fordervereine
im deutschsprachigen Raum.

Zielsetzung der Frobenius-Gesellschaft ist die
Forderung der wissenschaftlichen Arbeiten des
Frobenius-Instituts, von Forschungsprojekten und
Publikationen sowie Veranstaltungen.

Als Mitglied der Frobenius-Gesellschaft profitieren
Sie vom kostenlosen Bezug der Zeitschrift
Paideuma und unserem Newsletter sowie
Einladungen zu unseren Veranstaltungen.

Ermafigter Jahresbeitrag fiir Studierende: 25 Euro
Reguldrer Jahresbeitrag: 50 Euro

Bei Erteilung einer Einzugsermachtigung ermafligt
sich der Mitgliedsbeitrag auf 20 bzw. 40 Euro.

Formlose Aufnahmeantrage kénnen per
E-Mail an die Geschaftsstelle gesendet werden:
frobenius@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Bildnachweis: © bei den jeweiligen Vortragenden

Grafisches Konzept: EImar Lixenfeld

Layout: Jennifer Markwirth
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Goethe-Universitat
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