
Millets and Maize 

Dynamics around Ethiopia’s competing grains  
 

Sunday 30th September 2018, 9:30 am – 3 pm 

 

Program  

 

Opening  

 

9:30 Welcoming and introductory speeches (Epple, Thubauville) 

 

10:00 – 10:20  Alemseged Beldados: Archaeological and ethno-archaeological 

studies on sorghum cultivation and domestication from Kassala, 

Northeast Sudan 

10:20 – 10:40  Getachew Sinishaw: Sorghum production and agricultural policy 

in Ethiopia: An overview 

10:40 – 11:00  Takeshi Fujimoto: Why is teff uniquely important in Ethiopia? A 

case study of a Southwestern Society 

 

11:00 – 11:20 Coffee break (20 minutes) 

 

11:20 – 11:40  Masayoshi Shigeta: Sorghum landrace diversity in Ari, South Omo   

11:40 – 12:00 Jean Lydall: Growing up with sorghum: The enduring high status 

of sorghum in Hamar  

12:00 – 12:20 Susanne Epple: Conflict resolution and social cohesion. The 

meaning of ‘pure sorghum’ in ritual and social life in Bashada, 

southern Ethiopia 

12:20 – 12:40 Ivo Strecker: Dream of a Sorghum Saga  

 

12:40 – 1:45 pm Lunch Break  

 

1:45 – 2:05  Echi Gabbert: A handful of seeds. Agriculture in ritual and practice 

among pastoralists in southern Ethiopia  

2:05 – 2:25  Kansite Gellebo: Issues surrounding sorghum cultivation in Konso 

2:25 – 2:45 Sabine Troeger: Modernization in interaction with climate change 

– Destructive agents confronting well-adjusted adaptation: Konso 

terraces threatened! 

 

2:45 – 3:00  Final discussion 


